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Anyone can be a member of the Post
staff except maybe Sher. Brienen.
you have t6.-do is come to the meetings
and do one of the many different and
exciting tasks necessary for the
smooth operation of a paper like this.
You start work at nothing per hour,
and stay there. Everyone else is paid
the same. Ego gratification and good
karma are the fringe benefits.

Decisions are made collectively by
staff members at one of our regular
meetings. All workers have an equal
voice. The Post-Amerikan has no
editor or hierarchical structure, so
quit calling up here and asking who's
in charge.

Anybody who reads this paper can tell
the type of stuff we print. All
worthwhile material is welcome. We
try to choose articles that are timely
relevant, informative, and not avail-
able in other local media. We will
not print anything racist, sexist, or
ageist.

Alchoholics Anonymous--828-5049
American Civil Liberties Union--452-4831
Clare House (Catholic Worker)--~828-4035
Community for Social Action--452-4867
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326
 Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social
S :urity Admin. )--829-9436 .
Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311
Gay Action/Awareness Union--828-6935
G ay National Educational Switchboard--
800-227-0888
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 829-7868
- HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr.
citizens)--828-8301 -
Il. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916.
Kaleidoscope--828-7346
- Lighthouse--828-1371
~ McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363
' McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351
~ Men's Rap Group--828-6935
' Im@:ﬁe Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301
| 1 i

makes a poem ''good"

All

policy was very flexible--all poems
were accepted and printed.
due to a lack of space and some very
questionable material,

Most of our material and inspiration
for material comes from the community.

We encourage you, the reader, to
become more than a reader.

We welcome all stories and tips for
stories, which you can mail to our
office (the address is at the end of
this rap).

If You'd like to work on the Post and/
or come .to meetings, call us. The
number is 828-7232. You can also
reach folks at 828-6885 or ask for
Andrea at 829-6223 during the day.

You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50
copies on which you make only 10¢ a
copy. Call us at 828-7232.

Mail, which we more than welcome,

’ should be sent to: The Post-Amerikan,
P.0. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701.
(Be sure you tell us if you don't want
your letter printed! Otherwise it's

likely to end up in our letters column.)

GOOD NUMBERS

National Health Care Services (abortion assist-
ance in Peoria)--691-9073

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free)

Occupational Develgpment Center--828-7324

PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--
827-4005

Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH)

Planned Parenthood--827-8025

Post-Amerikan--828-7232

Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021

Project OZ--827-0377

Public Aid, MclLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621

Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 1
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--
438-7619 :

Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223

Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428

Tele Care--828-8301

Unemployment Compensation/Employment
Office--827-6237

United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046

Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 ;

Attention Poets !

We Post folks have decided to start
printing poetry again.
can remember, or maybe you have

forgotten, or it could be that you
never even knew---but,
ago, the Post printed poetry.
it is so difficult to decide what

Perhaps you

a long time
Because

or '"bad,'" the old

BLOOMINGTON

Book Hive, 103 W. Front } |
Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit
The Joint, 415 N. Main

Medusa's Bookstore, 109 W. Front
The Back Porch, 402 1/2 N. Main
The Book Worm, 310 1/2 N. Main
South West Corner--Front & Main {
Mr. Quick, Clinton at Washington

Downtown Postal Substation, :
Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit)
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market

Harris' Market, 802 N. Morris

Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington

Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main

Discount Den, 207 N. Main

U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market

Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland

Bus Depot, 523 N. East

The Wash House, 609 N. Clinton

Bi-Rite, 203 E. Locust -
Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee

Mel-O-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main

Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire

Doug's Motorcycle, 1105 W. Washington
K-Mart, at parking lot exit

Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market

Pantagraph Building (in front)

North East Corner--Main & Washington

NORMAL

University Liquors, 706 W. Beaufort
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main

Mother Murphy's 111 1/2 North St.
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall

Eisner's, E. College (near sign)
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St.
Bowling and Billiards Center, ISU
Baker's Dozen Donuts, 602 Kingsley |
Cage, ISU Student Union -
Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 North |
Upper Cut, 1203 1/2 S. Main

OUTTA TOWN

Galesburg: Under The Sun, E. Main St.

Monmouth: Head's Up ~

Peoria: That Other Place, NE Adams

Sound Warehouse 3217 N. University

Decatur: Coop Tapes and Records,
1470 Pershing

Springfield: King Harvest Food Coop,

1131 S. Grant Ave. East

Urbana: Horizon Bookstore, 517 S.

Goodwin

to come up with a new policy, so
basically, here's how it works:
all the poems are read, I will choose
the ones I think should be printed.
The decisions will not be a judgment
of ''good" or 'bad,' but a decision based

on the appeal the material would have ‘
to the readers of the Post.
I have chosen will be sent to the

after

The poems

F\Lh
3\

Andrea’s favorite graphic P* 4

subject of poetry was dropped.
wanted the responsibility of '"judging"
the ‘poetry and a collective decision
was impossible.

Well, whether it be masochism or a
hunger for power, I don't know, but I
have suggested that the Post bring
back poetry, and I have accepted the
ongoing responsibility of sorting
through all the poems submitted. To
overcome the old difficulties, we had

Imagination
is seizing
power

chASS/FRIER

that a few poems each month are better
than none at all.
the Post-Amerikan, P.0. Box 3542,
Bloomington, IL, 61701. (Keep a copy,
because we won't be returning poems
sent to us.) @

--V. Laszlo

Wanted: 3-4 bedroom house for

working adults with pets.

ADS

828-8988.

Send your poetry to ﬁ)
v

However, staff for a final reading, so the F\q)
final decision will not be made by a )/
the whole single person. L. Zm
Nobody N
We think this is the best way for us \\\
to get poetry back in the paper, and b 3

Ll' .

828-0368@

CAMERA: Yashica FX-2 SLR w/case.
Yashica f2.8 135 mm lens.
Automatic flash. Excellent
condition. $250.00 Phone--

*Any women interested in forming a

WOMEN'S HEALTH COLLECTIVE,
or Julie at 828-7192.@

Phoebe:

We still love you.

come home. (e

Please

—

call Susan




‘Like 'a“’'cold 1ittlé ham
. ¥ der when you thought: you.:
-4 The ‘Bdd . Seed does- kinda-gi; .
'.creeps But does that mean 1t should T

-sexuvality.is .a” matter of personal
preference, not: morallty ‘or. mental.

i ess." That's all,. No one sup- -
“_er statement no. one agrees.
“it's just.. there Or not .~ —
he. I wouldnﬁtﬁbe;sunprised'lf'
Mrs “Breedlove" s.réeference ‘to.gay
got slashed long before the pare

.',No, the Un1t_ d dec1ded even '
'_ithough 53.parents.’ asked for- the ‘cans
;37cellat1on”of ‘the play .and -the Pant:
'ngraph d1tor1al called 1t ”gamey '

'Is it unsu1table to expose'young
gpeople_to 1deas-about 11fe that we *
. di i ;

When ‘the" parents comp1a1ned to the ¢;m
- ¥school” board- Feb. ‘the kids' had-
“Ibeen: rehears1ng the play For' two_'~.
"KEweeks. - The: "hells" and: '"damns'! "had’
#already beén axed' from he-script
§.such language wasn"t..the: px €
‘No, ~the: 'parents: compla1ned,of the -
-subJect matter and :the theme not b
gring suitable, and . théy ‘said. the "young.
Factors :''could not poss1bly be com
fortable" w1th thesroles -

.1deas that challenge the way We
Zto thlnk of th1ngs e

.the run of the m1ll h1gh'school play,
fln_wh1ch lovely grrl meets: handsomei.'

L ‘cause she:didii't show - up to. watch
i 2 Chim-play.in. the Blg Game because she
L broke_ i

In a b11nd1ng flash of common sense
“the Schopl -board ‘decided -that: 1ts-f~
‘members should read: the: play and re-
.convene’ to.discuss the iss g -
-week., later, the board heard several-
speeches by students-and parents- de-
fend1ng the productlon, and . then

y pledge 11felong loyalty to
nd supposedly get mar-__

The Bad Seed say, :
sarily so. The ch11d Rhoda, ‘hd’s PR
been: unemot1onal" acqu151tlve,_and R

'calcula 1ng ever s1nce she was able

BTy

school play),
.into:the fray,:.
_wWriteér, and would b
youth .

Catcher in the Rye and.Gra es of

Wrath “two. books that adults 57 ;

- ,...
and'aud1ences who are looklng for a -
hearty, ch ¢kle. over thée romantic, .
""j _of. yd1zzyfblonde .can-wai?
Lthe ne"t Dor1s Day/Rock Hudson rerun

that they woy'
1t unsu1table

. th ;] : nd' he play
there 1s a sympathet1c (though eccen-

uthorlty (TVA) dec1ded to
'an1um m1n1ng pro;ects 1ni_”

'*for the'full possess1o
land S

this: ‘'subject: see the
edition; Vol 11, no
;jNotes. . RN
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ce .
_ Holly Near/J;T. Thomas coricert -here
Jon Tuesday, ‘April-10."

That afternoon, . -

'twrltlng her'own songs early on.-'d
_ W_:Q;Before she was_21. she had sung at
£ tfwe are sponsorlng a jﬁntsQ: g =

JISU's Student. Ass001atlon for . Women 1STr':.
sponsoring-a. free. "Holly Near workshop. R
h:events,.see the”;:

(For more info: on bot
back - page ad )

We would llke to share w1th you some of

what we; know about Holly”Near and J”T
Thomas. S P .

'_Holly Near wis born and- grew up.o‘
farm in’ Callfornla s ‘Potter:Valley
'd‘p fo

.when she ‘wa s: 21.f

;_pursu
'.Jpolltlcs.

She then Janed the
Free the: Army Show and. began to
| des1re to blend her a

QHolly records for: Redwo
.women'.s:: recordlng oompany,-f

regularly w1th J. T._Thomas;

- “about-her’ thoite “to. work joutsi
g malnstream mu51c 1ndustry"

. vthat speakﬁ to our
_ery_spe01al llves as we: struggle on
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integrates

Anyone who has seen Holly Near and J. T. Thomas
in concert knows that it is a political and cultural -
experience. Those of us who have been working
to-bring them to Bloomington now realize that
producing their-concert is also a political and
cultural experience. What Ginny Berson of

Olivia Records said about their women's

recording company is also true of the Near/Thomas
concert: "Process is our most important product. "

We Small Changes women had been talking idly
for months about how neat it would be to sponsor
a Near/Thomas concert, but never dreamed
how easy it would be to get a booking. Then one
day, sparked by dire financial need and a spirit
of what-the-hell, SC and JYBVR wrote Near &
Thomas' agent in Washington D, C. (Roadwork)
and asked.

After some debate about how much of a financial
risk the Just Your Basic Vegetarian Restaurant
(JYBVR) folks would be taking we decided to

go ahead with it. (JYBVR has the intial money
to put up for the concert.)

Amy, the agent, began to send us lots & lots of
goodies in the mail, and we were talking to each
other on the phone a lot. We were amazed &
impressed by two things when we got the contract
& publicity information: their helpfulness & their
politics.

All the information is very detailed and thorough.
We got sample press releases and public service
announcements. We also got glossy photos &
biographical info about Holly & J. T, But
possibly the most life-saving thing we got is an
11-page booklet called "Concert Planning
Suggestions. "

The booklet, written by Holly & sent out by her
recording company (Redwood Records), starts
& closes with recognition that many of the groups
getting the booklet have never produced a concert
before (which is true for all but one of us
working on this concert).

One suggestion from Recdwood's planning booklet
has been tremendously helpful in organizing

the concert. They propose that producers

divide the concert responsibilities into twelve
parts (tickets, lobby, publicity, etc.) and choose
a coordinator for each area and a general
coordinator. I don't know how many coalition
meetings it would have taken us to figure out a
system on our own for dividing up the work.

-

The booklet includes detailed notes on each area
of responsibility. We were pretty overwhelmed
by the time we finished reading it. ("What have
we gotten ourselves into ?"')

And then in the closing, just when we needed it,
came this comforting rap: "If this is your first
concert production, remember that no one ever
produced a concert before their first one. "

Progressive process

The lyrics of Holly Near's songs show a striking
awareness of both the many how's and who's of
oppression and of how beautiful and strong people
(especially women) can be when they're

fighting back. Her production notes & the
Near/Thomas contract reflect the same awareness.

First of all, Holly & J.T. (through their agent,
Amy, of Roadwork) were very flexible about
money, and very patient with us while we figured
out how .the contract could work from our end.
Although Small Changes and the veggies hope and
expect to make money, Holly asked that

we not bill the concert as a benefit. We are
paying her for the concert, and she thinks that

WORKSHOP

ISU's Student Association for Women is
sponsoring a free Holly Near workshop
at 1:00 on April 10 at ISU's Union.
The workshop promises to be exciting
and inspiring. Don't miss it.

For more info on the workshop, see
this issue's back page.®

ear/ Thomas production ="

progressive politics

calling it a benefit would be misleading to Changes women). Working with eleven other
people. ) people, many of whom I don't know very well,

has different problems & rewards from working
One of the requirements of the contract is that with 3 or 4 other women I see day-to-day.

people in wheelchairs be able to get into the
concert building and its bathrooms. (Not exactly
what you would find in, say, a Rolling Stones
contract.) ‘This attitude parallels one of the
graphics on Holly's latest album, Imagine My
Surprise -- a picture of people in wheelchairs
protesting the showing of the movie ""Coming
Home" in a theatre not accessible to handicappe
folks.

Woman power

Redwood's notes strongly encourage producet
seize the concert as an opportunity for
do things they might not usually de and to leax
new skills. For instance, the following is f
the notes on concert logistics (section d., abeut
sound):

about sound then we are in good shape. If ng
this event be an occasion for some interestgs
to begin developing sound skills. If you wog
a sound man, ask him to apprentice a wom,
Make sure he understands that this means ¥
want him to teach her skills. .. not just haye

carry his equipement for him." : ehif elties ts, who

We thought the idea of an apprentice was

to analyze the collective process. B could all

excellent. At our concert, a woman and a man : .
with sound experience will be doing sound and study the basic three.c_l's: collectives,
teaching two women who've never done it. cooperatives, & coalitions.

One of the things I like best about the way Holly,
-J.T., and Amy deal with producers is how they
try to balance the needs of the musicians,
producers, and the people paying to see the
concert. Here's what the Redwoed notes,
written by Holly Near, say about ticket price:

"Ticket price is always a problem. I feel it
should be calculated according to your community
custom combined with your projected production
costs. If there .are women who genuinely cannot
afford tickets, you may want to admit them free
or for whatever they can afford. The problem
with this is that sometimes it is the women who
can afford it who ask to get in free and truly

poor women are too proud to ask. This happens

""Some producers use a work exchange program
where if women do some work on the concert
(leafletting, ticket sales, etc.) they can get free
tickets. Some producers keep advance sale
tickets the same price as at the door since any
other way puts at a disadvantage working people,
homebound mothers, elderly people and others
who either can't get to the advance ticket outlet
or who don't have cash in advance. If the artist
is working on a percentage basis, she should
have some input into decisions regarding ticket
price and free/comp tickets. I feel the artist
should have input into the ticket price regardless
of whether she is on a percentage basis or not,
since if the community feels the ticket price is
too high, she will be criticized for.it."

The notes also include a statement that they have
been written "with the assumption that a core
group of women will be working together on

this concert/event." I think it's positive to I'm very encouraged and inspired by the way
assume that women-only groups can and will be that Holly Near deals with being nationally
handling all the technical decisions, even though known and having a lot of power and influence in
our coalition includes both men and women. feminist circles. The Near/Thomas contract,
- for example, specifies that J. T. Thomas get
worki ng tog ethe g equal billing on the leaflets. And Holly's
: anti-star stand comes through in her self-
I also think it's neat that Redwood assumes that description: cultural worker.
Near/Thomas concerts will be produced some-
what collectively. I think a certain amount of audience/performer
split, competition and star mentality are,
Our decision-making coalition was at first made unfortunately, still part of the counter-culture
up of the Small Changes women, the JYBVR folks, and specifically, of women's culture. There
some of the women from ISU's Student are probably other women who have talent,
Association of Women and Denny DeBourbon of consciousness, and energy comparable to that
Bloomington's New Age Music. It's remained of Holly Near (although I must confess I find it
basically the same, with lots of input from hard to imagine). In the next few years, few
some of the other people working on the : of them will tour nationally. Few of them will
concert. cut albums. Few of them will be able to reach

the number of people that Holly Near reaches.
I've realized, with something of a shock, that

-~ working in a coalition drganized for just one
project is much differe nt from working in a
small ongoing collective (I'm one of the Small

It's wonderful to know that Holly Near herself
realizes this and is so strongly committed to

struggling for changes.® __Andrea Bauer

because of lack of class and money consciousness.
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Just Your Basic Vegetarian

We are a collective of five people

(3 womyn and 2 men) who are committed
to vegetarian lifestyles for a variety
of reasons.

Meat-eating, we feel, is oppressive
to animals. because it means they are
,needlessly slaughtered.

We believe it is oppressive to poor
people around the world because the
grain that is used to feed animals for
the rich to eat could be better used
to feed people.

It is becoming more apparent that
meat is not healthy food for humans.

All of these factors account for our -
vegetarianism.

Post-Amerikan page B8

rhe Advocate/cpf

Our restaurant collective grew out

of this commitment and our desire

to share it with our community by
maxing good, healthy, inexpensive
vegetarian food available in
Bloomington-Normal. At the same time,
we want to create an unoppressive
workplace for ourselves--jobs :

B e I

that are both fun and personally
fulfilling.

We've been together for over a year
now, and we've learned a lot. We've
practiced collective decision-making. -
We've discovered a lot about working
and communicating together. And
we've found out that opening a
restaurant is, if anything, even

harder than it sounds.

Those of you who have been supporting
us and following our progress know
that it ‘hasn't been easy. Part of
the difficulty is simply the nature of
the beast--what makes an alternative.
business '"alternative." We strive to
make decisions that everyone in our
collective feels good about, and

lots of times that means dealing

with people's personal feelings and
putting a lot of time and energy into
communication. That makes our
operation considerably slower than

a traditional, straight business.

Two of the other things that are
holding us up are finding a location
and some more money. We feel that
it's important to open our restaurant
in a central, downtown location so
poor people, students, and other folks
who don't drive cars can get to it.
Since there are very few vacant build-
ings that used to be restaurants in
either downtown Bloomington or Normal,
it's going to take a whole lot of
money to make over and equip one of
the available storefronts. And we
just don't have it.

Raising funds has been a slow and
sometimes painful process. It has
been frustrating for us, because our
efforts always seem to draw from the
same people--our friends and long-time
supporters, who are very wonderful,
but really don't have much more money
than we do. But we're still trying!

ooks like a sleepy, serene|
commumty. =

Y-

e

o

. sprouts! @

Restaurant

It's our hope that our two latest
benefit concert efforts, in coalition
with the Small Changes Bookstore

Science for the People/CPF

collective, will net us enough money
to at least get a foot in the door.
Our first concert with Small Changes
was on Sunday, March 25, and featured
local womyn musicians. The Equinox’
Band and Lynn Lloyd of Champaign, and
Marita Brake of Normal performed at ;
the Lay-Z-J Saloon in Bloomington. .
Our next event will be a very special

concert featuring Holly Near and J.T.

Thomas at 8:00 p.m. on Tue., April 10,

in the Consistory Auditorium. We hope

lots of folks join us for this one.

It's going to be a wonderful evening!

So, to all of you who have been sup-
porting us and/cr anxiously awaiting
our opening, keep the faith! We
haven't lost sight of our goal, and
it's getting much closer to becoming a
reality. In the meantime, eat more

--The JYBVR Collective

- {

If you listen to the city fathers, the Pantagraph, the
civic boosters and the phony speechmakers, you
would think we lived in a 1930's Hollywood set. But
let's look behind the scenes. Each month since
April 1972, the Post-Amerikan has been denting

" Enclosed is $3. 00-for the next 12 issues.
(Free to prisoners from McLean County.)

that serene facade, printing the embarrassing truths name |
the city fathers would rather overlook. Take an- |
other look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe to : ; '
the Post-Amerikan. | address city state

) - ;
For the next 12 monthly issues, send $3. 00 to Post- Z1ip -

61701 .

L-----‘----------—-m -

Amerikan, PO Box 3452, Bloomington, Il.

- - ---_‘----‘--J_I r II
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I POST NOTE: -Because a butcher knife was
discovered missing from the county jail's
kitchen, Sheriff Steve Brienen ordered a
massive evacuation and search of the entire
jail area March 2. All 57 prisoners were
stripped, bodily searched, and taken out-
side to wait under shotgun-toting guards
while other officers searched each cell.

As the Post goes te press, the knife still
H hasn't been found.

On March 3, two prisoners released from
'the jail talked to the Post-Amerikan about
‘the shakedown. Later, the following letter
arrived from prisoner Bob Love.

We are- printing Love's letter, and
. adjoining stories add details from inter-
views with Sheriff Brienen and the
released prisoners.

the County JIII snakellnwn

S Prisoner condemns sheriff’s

Visit the McLean County Jail for a

- 1ittle touch of Hitler's action.- Our

new Sheriff, Steve -Brienen, has the
touch of a trué totalitarian. Himmler -
would have really liked to have our
sheriff's staff running his SS.

A good example of this is the humil-
iation and degrading of the prisoners
in the large-scale evacuation and-
shakedown on March 2nd of this year.
Guards pulled the inmates out of our
cellblocks to be shaken down one at =
a time in front of a closed circuit
TV camera monitored by women guards.

After the shakedown, the inmites were
told to strip, then to bend over and
grab their ankles. Then we were
checked out to see .if in fact, there
was a knife hidden up somebody's anus.

It seems to me that if this kind of
check is necessary, -it sheuld be done

When interviewed by the Post-Amerikan,
Sheriff Steve Brienen admitted that
female correctional officers could
eagily have watched the strip-searches-
and anal inspectionsg of each of the
jail's 57 prisoners Marech 2,

The massive search and Shakedown was

discovered missing from the jail'sg
kitchen.

Instead of searching the men in their
cellblocks, Brienen instructed his
officers to make each prisoner strip
in the jail's hallways. The hallways
all have closed-circuit TV cameras
which are monitored from the jail's
cofrtrol room.

After stripping, edch prisoner was
§| ordered to bend over for an anal
inspection.

Female correctional -officers work in
the control room, and Sheriff Brienen
admitted that they could have been
watching the anal searches on the TV
-monltors. .-

"But that's no violation," Brienen

lj \ lr m [r-]I l.l. b

_ioiooooot-.o.o.ooo.ooo.ooooo.o..Q.i.qooooalol..pao.o.oo...aoo

| Anal search not degrading,
sheriff says

added. quickly..

I told‘ﬁrienen'that prisoners in contact
'with the Fost-Amerikan thought that

ordered after a large butcher knife was

: by talking about the potential danger

‘know it's not in the jail," he said.

....l..............._I........l....‘..............I....._l.lﬂ....

"There's no civil
rights violation in that."

the anal search, especially in. front
of TV cameras, was unnecessarily .
degrading and dehumanizing..

“Well, I'd have to take exactly the
opp031te position," Brienen added
firmly.

Brienen went on to defend his actions .

posed by a butcher knife being loose
somewhere in the jail.

Did he think they would find the knife
hidden in someone's rectum?

Although the knife was never found,
Brienen doesn't think his shakedown
was an overreaction. "At least we

The prisoners are now vindicated,
apparently, but they never received
any apology. Brienen says he is now
investigating jail staff and civilian
employees, and many are being asked
to take polygraph tests.e

--Mark Silverstein

media, completely smother the
Recktenwald series with a barrage of
articles (18 by Weidrich alone!) that
hammer at the theme that Pontiac and
Statev1lle are out of control, run by
"gangs. "

-Flnhtlnn hack

The Tribune is engaging in a subtle

form. of jury screening. No matter

what jurors are selected, they will

have been.influenced by the overall

pattern of Tribune articles,

editorials and news analyses. And
-~ that pattern is designed to justify .
“mass executions.

With Rowe fired and a new position

‘established about Pontiac, Thompson
. 'hopés that the way is clear for his

plan of /genogide and repression.

- Will Thompson and Hig allias in ‘the
media be able to pull off a mass

e

Media aid frame-up (cont.)

lynching and their repressive "law
and order" plan? The answer to that
is no! All of us united in the City

Wide Coalition to Free the Pontiac
Brothers, including the Pontiac
Prisoners Support Coalition, are
determined to turn Thompson's plan
into a ghambles. We are doing this
by organizing speaking engagements,
developing a slide show, and dis-
tributing this and other literature
that tells the truth about Pontiac.

We are raising money for the legal
defense-of anyone indicted for the
Pontiac rebellion. We are building
a movement. to defend the Pontiac
Brothers and to put an end to
Thompson's efforts to climb to the,
Presidency over the bodies of black
prisoners. We would like you to help
us in this effort.e

(Write to PPSC, 2955 E. 88th St., Chicago 60617)

~wore their coats.

-missing after the shakedown.-

by a doctor, not a deputy sheriff.
This kind of degradation breaks a
person's spirit, especially since the

_complete strip-search was done in

front of a TV camera, and the prisoners
didn't know who was watching.

After the shakedowns, the inmates were
cuffed with our hands behind our backs
and walked to the outside garage and
told to sit down. "If you move, you
will be shot. Do you understand?"
These were the exact words of Chief
Deputy Ed Farrell.

o

Wearing only our coveralls, we
prisoners sat out in 34 degree weather
for about three hours: We weren't
able to move, even to go to the
bathroom. It seemed like any moment
we would hear the gas pellets drop, .
and that would be the end of us as

it was with the Jews in WWII.

"What more: could happen?! asked one’
inmate who didn't even know what was
going on and why.

Some of' the men weren't even allowed
to put on shoes ard were sitting in
this cold, damp garage -while guards
If they were cold,
surely they must have known we were
to0. A woman's voice came over . the

_microphone from the control room and

said, "What's the matter? Are you

~cold~?"

“When we were taken back to our cells,
we found out what else could have
happened. Our personal mail had been
gone' through, magazines and books

~were confiscated, and all except one

‘pencil was taken away. Some people -
in GED classes, -as I am, need-more
than one pencil.

What kind of people work for our :
sheriff? What kind of person would ™
look at pictures of another man's wife

_ or sweetheart, redd personal mail;“and-'

then not even have.the regpect to put’
the letters back in the envelopes?

Could there have been a knife in the
mail? Is that why it was necessary
-for them to go through our mail and

- pictures?

~ Or is ‘it because these guards are
" people .that 1ike the chance to use

their power over a person behind ‘bars?

© ° Also, aren't these guards paid enough

4o buy candy bars? I ask this
question because I had two candy bars,
When I
asked where they were I was told, "I
don't know." _The wrappers were in-
the next cell over, and the man there
didn' t have any candy.

I guess during the shakedown a guard -
got hungry so he helped himself to my
candy. After all, it was. free,

After the shakedown, they kept us on
lock-up two more days--until Sunday
March 4th. .

If there was something missing. from
the kitchen, what do we have to do
with that up here? We never get
within 20 yards of the kitchen unless
there is a secret door I don't know
about.

We were told we could not have -
anything to read until later. We
don't have access to law books, which
is one of our rights.

The staff decides if our mail is going

out or coming in. If they don't
think we need it, we don"t get - it. T
have had undelivered mail in my
personal property envelope that I was
never told about until last week.

I haven't even been convicted yet and
I feel like I'm waiting to be
executed. The sheriff's staff seems
to think that the constitution of the
United States should be rewritten.
The warlords that run this county's
~Jail apparently believe in guilty
‘until proven innocent, not- 1nnocent

,until proven guilty.

[ 'If you have a public defender. you' 11
: be lucky to see him before you get

into court: Then all he cahn say is

"I got you a good deal. , Plead guilty."
They very seldom try to win 2 case

for you. Between them and this

county jail, it's no wonder there are
S0 many young people sent to prison.
The system makes ybu plead guilty,

Just to get out of this Jall

If the taxpayers of McLean County '
only knew how the officials run this
county law enforcement agency, I
believe ‘they would ask for an
investigation into these matters.

I have seen older people come into
this jail who Have'been smoking for
25 or 30 years. They have had their
smoking privileges taken away. Can
you imagine what that would be like?

Pecple who have medicine for heart
problems ‘have their medicine taken
away until it can be analyzed, which
by then could be too late. TIf you
come into the jail on a Baturday
morning and need your medicine, you
can't have it until Monday night
because that is when the ﬁoctor gets
here.

Dally World/cpf E

e i

There is no doctor here on the week-
“end.

These are just some of the everyday
problems of this county jail. As I
write this letter, I even wonder if it
will make it out of this jail. I've

«* gent notes to the jail warden before
to ask to see him. Once while I was
out cleaning two days later, I found
my note in the social worker's
trash can.,

If they don't want you to talk to
anybody about the conditions in this
Jail, they Jjust keep you out of
contact with the outside world.
the sheriff doesn't get letters
-written to him. First it goes to a
shift sergeant, then a social worker,
then the warden. If these people
feel it is important enough, the
sheriff might get it. ‘w

Even

Most of the time it doesn't make it
‘past the social worker, though.

An investigation of this county jail
may save someone's life. Would you
want to be treated like this?

Only you, the people of the county,
can put an end to the endless torments

?ndlpsychologlcal games played in this
ai

The jail social worker has more Bay
than the guards do. She doesn't
know if she is doing the right. 3
things or not, but she tries to be
a dictator in her own way. One
.problem is that you can never see

_ her because she spends-more of the
day downstairs eating than she does
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‘totalitarian’ methods

gl (D

]
up here talking to the inmates. 'I
could go on for days about this jail,
but in the shakedown they also took
most of my paper.

I still do not know what kind of
weapon they were looking for.

This is what we in this cell block
would like to know: did they ever
find the knlfe they lost?e

--C Block - Robert Love

.....l...........l........‘..........................._..._I........

Prisoner held illegally

Sheériff Brlenen s March 2 strip—
search and shakedown of all the jail's
prisoners is even more outrageous

when you realize that many of the
prisoners have never even been
convicted of a crime--they are just
housed in the jail while waiting

for relatives of frlends to bring

bail money.

Jon Snyder was arrested on a drug
charge and sent to the county jail to
wait for bail. The sheriff's police
are supposed-to release a prisoner
when someone brings the bail money.

But when ‘Snyder's ex-wife arrived
with the bail money at 1 pm Friday
March 2, the Sheriff's pollce were’
already planning their massive

More on jail shakedown

The writer of the adjoining letter, Bob
Love, was in one of two cellblocks who
were taken to the outdoor sallyport to
wait while the jail was searched.

Chuck Long was in a different cell-

block and was taken--along with most

of the jail's prisoners--to the

"vards", an outdoor cement-floored area
con the jail's roof. : ¥

After the strip-searches and anal
 inspections of each member of his cell-
block, Long said Correctional Qfficer
Dave Goldberg addressed the group.

"You will beé taken now to the yard and
told to sit down. If anyone moves or
stands up, we will shoot to kill and ask
questions later," Goldberg said,
according to Long.

Long said prisoners from other cell-
blocks were already in the yard. He
sald two deputies were standing guard
with 12-guage pump shotguns, and a

o Semwgeant had a .45 machine gun.

After 45 minutes in the yard. accordlng

to Long, chief Deputy Ed Farrell came

_found a lot missing.

. gearch and shakedown.

Since the
cops didn't want Snyder to miss any
of the fun, they told his ex-wife
to come back with the money in the
evening.

Snyder didn't get out until 11:30 that
night. Until his release, nobody
even told him that his ex-wife had
arrived with the money earlier.

If the sheriff's police had obeyed
the bail law, Snyder would have been
released at 1 pm Friday. Instead,
Snyder” was forced to endure a strip
search, an anal inspection in front
of TV cameras, and to spend much of
the day freezing outdoors with his
hands cuffed behind his back.e

—-Mark Silverstein

out. He told everyone to shut up or

. else they would be forced to lie face

down ‘on the cement until they were
brought inside.

Long said some of the men had already
been outside for several hours and'!
were getting cold. He said most of the
prisoners had no shoes, and a lot
didn't have. socks.

When he returned to his cellblock, Long
Al) reading

material had been conflscated. some
items purchased from the commissary
were gone, and photos and pictures that

‘prisoners had on the walls had been

taken down.

Long said that the jail trustees had
been saying that a jail employee--not a
prisoner--had taken the knife the
officers were searching for.

After putting prisoners through this
unnecessary and degrading ordeal, now
Sheriff Brienen, too, understands that
none of the prlsnners was guilty.e
: -M. S, -
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Unity through
food

The monthly womyn's potluck is
scheduled for Sunday, April 1, at

3:00 p.m., at 109 E. Locust, Normal.
It's a combination dinner and All
Fools' Day celebration. Costumes,
party hats, mind-altering refreshments
and all manner of female craziness are
encouraged.

These potlucks have been happening for
several months, and continue to get
neater. It's hard to say which is
better--the food or the talk. The
potluck is open to all womyn who want
to get. together with other feminist-
minded womyn. You may want to know
that many of us are vegetarians. For
more information, call Small Changes--
829-6223. Hope to see you there.

men’s, too

This month's potluck for men in the
community will be held April 22, at
306 W. Mill St.
p.m.

for politically aware men to get to-
gether informally and enjoy each
other's company .

(most of it vegetarian).
variety and quality of the food are
outstanding! i

For more information you can call
Michael at 828-8988 or Jack or Chris
at 828-6935.

10000000000000000000000004¢

Women’s potluck

It will begin at 6:30

These potlucks provide an opportunity

There is no official
business--just good talk and good food
In fact, the

Hearings to begin
on IPC rate hike

Formal hearings began on Monday, March
5, before the Illinois Commerce Com-
mission in Springfield to decide
whether or not Illinois Power Company
(IPC) will get its proposed 14.6% rate
hike to pay for the Clinton Nuclear
Power Station (See Post V.7, #9).
These hearings will be going on
through .the summer and the final
decision will be made in the fall.

Several organizations representing IPC
customers are intervening in this rate
hike case. These groups will bring

in witnesses and cross examine IPC

lblbGDCDCDCDCDCDCiiblblblbCbiblblblblblblbibCDCDCDCDCDGDCDlilbIDID‘DCDCDCDCD‘P|D"|'.P|"'1

HURRY! Feds giving "
out free money L |

If you've been getting those ugly red
notices along with your utility bills
these days...SUPRISE...the Fed
bureaucracy has a program that has
proven effective and might not even
have any serious side-effects.

It's called the Emergency Energy
Assistance Program, and it's
available in McLean County through
the McLean County Economic
Opportunity Corporation at 1018 West
Washington in Bloomington, near the
train station.

You could qualify to have up to $250
of your Northern Illinois gas and
Illinois Power Company bills paid.
There's also a food and clothing
allowance if you can prove impending
starvation or nakedness. The trick
is, you have to be 60 years or older,
or one of the "other qualified
persons" subject to disconnection.

8290273

10-5.30 Mon.~

HO9A N. AN
sLooMINGTON, ILL.

Feminist, Young People’s, and Gay
Books - Books on Health Care,
Politics, Working, Food, and So.ar
Energy - Lots of science fiction/fantasy -
Arts, Crafts, How-to - Inspiring Postérs ¥
Free Stuff - Magazines - Womyn’s

Albums ~ Library - 25¢ Used Books
and MORE

witnesses in order to prove that IPC
does not deserve the rate increase.
Some local groups that are intervening
include Prairie Alliance, the McLean
County Economic Opportunity Association
and the Central Illinois Consumer I
Energy Council.

A public hearing will be held in
Bloomington-Normal on April 20,
tentatively scheduled for 7 pm in the
Bloomington City Council Chambers. i
All are welcome to participate. For
more information call Susan at
828-7192. ¢ !

To qualify you need proof of all your
income for the past year (March 1978-
February 1979), including wages, -
public aid, student aid, and self [
solicitation. And you need to have
your power bills or proof of payment
of them. The biggest qualifier is
your income level. A family of two
could be eligible with an annual
income of $5200, or a family of

five with an income of $9025.

We checked it out and it really-reall
works. The $250 paid off the power

~ bill and was enough to keep the gas
company off our backs for another
whole month! If you don't live in
McLean county, check with your
local Community Action Agency for
more information. In B/N, call
829-6521 for an appointment.g

--The Gang

t
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Menstrual sponges:
alternative to tampons

Most womyn, .from puberty to meno-
pause, deal with menstrual care
every month. Most womyn regularly
spend money on tampons or napkins,
and then just add them to the ever-
growing garbage heap we call planet
Earth. And most womyn don't even
know what materials are used to make
these means of sanitary protection.

We consumers have no way of knowing
what ingredients go into tampons;
it's a trade secret. Some manu-
facturers have been known to use
chemicals, wood fiber, or plastic.
Others have been known to use as-
bestos, which causes cancer. And
some have even been low enough to
add an anti-coagulant, which slows
down clotting and makes the flow
heavier. More tampons, more waste,
and more of our dollars in their
pockets! e

Well, enough is enough! If I'm go-
ing to continue to have my menses
regularly, I want to have more con-
trol over what goes into my body.
And I certainly don't want male
capitalists to profit from my
monthly cycles. That's why I'm ex-
cited about the increasing avail-
ability and use of silk sea sponges
as an alternative to tampons.
They're inexpensive, organic, and
reusable. They're not harmful to
womyn's bodies or to the Earth.

Sponges come mainly from the Med-
iteranian and Aegean Seas, and

they were once the bodies of living
sea creatures. Therefore, they
should be'treated with awareness
and respect. Good ecological sense

PEORIA,
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and reverence for life demand that
you take care of your sponge so it
lasts as long as possible--six
months to a year or more.

When you get your sponge, you
should check it to make sure there
aren't any pieces of coral or
rough spots in it. If there are,
remove them. Then tie it up in a
piece of cloth and drop it into
boiling water for about one minute.
After this initial sterilization,
you should never need to boil your
sponge again. Boiling will only
make it shrink and fall apart faster.

When you get your period and are
ready to try out your sponge, moist-
en it with water and squeeze it dry.
Then push it firmly and gently into
your vagina with your fingers. If
it's too bulky, remove it and cut it
down a bit. If your vagina is large,
you can wear two sponges at once.
Some womyn attach a piece of dental -«
floss to their sponge; this makes the
sponge easier to remove. It will
take a little while to get used to
the sponge. Be patient.

The sponge is as absorbent as a
"super'" tampon; that can tell you
how often you should rinse it. After
removing the sponge, rinse it first
in cold water, to prevent staining,
and then in warm water. Squeeze it
dry and reinsert it.

It's really best to have two sponges.
While you're using one, wring the
other out well, tie it up in a clean
piece of cloth, and hang it in an
airy place to dry. If rinsing your

Luna Sponges
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sponge in a public restroom is a
problem for you, carry a spare and a
plastic bag in which to stash your
used sponge until you get home.

If odor becomes a problem, soak your
sponge overnight in a solution of
vinegar and water. Rinse it wzll
before you use it again.

Check your sponge often for signs of
wear and tear. When it begins to
rip easily, it's time to throw it
away. If pieces of sponge tear off
in your vagina, they can cause 1in-
fections. That happens frequently
with tampons, and the cotton fibers
are a lot harder to locate than
pieces of sponge. Sponges are much

less irritating to the vagina than
tampons are.

I hope I've convinced you of the
economical and ecological virtues of
the menstrual sponge. Don't spend
another cent on costly, hard, waste-
ful tampons. Instead, invest in
cheap, soft, reusable sea sponges.
They are now available at Small
Changes Bookstore for $1.25 Each.
They are also available by mail from
the following places:

regular-$.95
super-$1.50
plus shipping

The Soap Opera
312%State gStreet
Madison, WI 53703

$1.75 each

P.0. Box 33585
San Diego, CA 92103 ¢

--Isis Equinox
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Teens resent sheriff’'s
storm troopers

Dear Post-Amerikan:

We are writing to you about the recent
raids at the Poison Apple on Sunday
night (teen night). Sheriff Steve .
Brienen and his stormtroopers busted
four kids on charges of illegal pos-
session of alcohol and contributing

to the delinquencx of a minor. And
hassled at least 40 more.

These assholes came into the Apple
without consul ting the management,
and proceeded to walk around, grab-
bing people's glasses of coke trying
to find alcohol, carding mature-look-
ing adolescents to see if they were
over 18, and waiting outside so when
people left, they would stop them and
search their cars for any contraband.
They also plan to do this once a
month.

It is getting to the point where you
can't go anywhere without having
gestapo agents breathing down your
necks.

PLEASE HELP US! What are our legal
rights as minors? Can we prevent
them from harassing us and searching
our cars? Please let the public
know what these S.0.B.'s are doing,
and what we can do about it.

Concerned Teens

P.S. Keep up the good work.

Welfare system needs reform

Dear Post:

This month Ed Madigan, the representative from .
the 21st Congressional District, sent mogt of his
constituents a report. One item in this report was
the results of his 1978 district questionaire. To
me, one of the most disappointing results was

that concerning President Carter's proposed
welfare reform. This reform would abolish the
food stamp and housing assistance programs,

and replace them with one consolidated cash
stipend. Over 80% of those responding to Madigan's
poll opposed this proposal.

| am sorry to hear your ceiling is coming
down...You will be sorry to hear that your
| rent is @0inQ uo..."”"

Imion Cartoons/epf

Several responses come to mind. In the past,

I noticed that Rep. Madigan has not been

above using highly slanted questions in his
questionaires and then citing the results to
justify his stands on issues. Also, his
questionaire may contain an inherent bias; those
tavorable to Rep. Madigan and his policies
would be more likely to open mail from him and
return the questionaire.

All these '""reports' and questionaires are sent
out with the taxpayers' money. Usually the
reports seek to build up Madigan and support
his policies. Why should I pay for Madigan's
"propaganda'! and slightly biased polls when
many private polling services are doing a
thorough job at no cost to the taxpayer?

Also, I feel that welfare reform is important,
and the constituents of this district should
support it if they do not now. The food stamp
program has several flaws, which cannot be
corrected easily. First, it discourages
people from taking advantage of viable alter-
natives to high food costs. These include _
buying garden produce and food items at discount
stores, where the seller is usually not licensed
. (this would include farmer's markets).
Canning and preserving of food, and gardening
are not encouraged because such basic items
as canning jars and fertilizer cannot be pur-
chased with food stamps.

Food stamps do NOT assure that "irresponsible
poor people' will feed their children, or even
themselves well, if they do not make the

effort. It will give them more financial ability

to do so, to be sure, but so would a cash stipend.

Food stamps can be used to buy junk food,
sugar to ferment wine, etc. Although regula-
tions forbid it, food stamps can and are
directly and indirectly sold, and there is no
foolproof and inexpensive way to stop this
practice. Thus foodstamps do NOT assure that
the occasional irresponsible parent will
necessarily feed his/her child.

What our myriad of aid programs DOES do is
increase red tape and the inevitable cost of
needless duplication. It assumes poor people
who receive food stamps primarily because
they are unemployed and can't find work are
irresponsible and must be regulated. As I
said before, even if the poor are irresponsible
(and most are not), there is no way to regulate
their spending habits effectively.

Our present welfare system, with some excep-
tions, does not offer general assistance to
single individuals. If a single person (not
handicapped, with no children, and not a
veteran) becomes unemployed, s/he can be
literally "out in the cold" with no funds since
unemployment and worker's compensation

do not cover everybody. Food stamps don't
pay rent or other expenses.

&

People on welfare are not ""bums." They are
unemployed or marginally employed, and are
required by law to register for full time work
in order to receive assistance. These re-
quirements are gradually getting stricter, and
toll-free lines to turn in welfare cheaters are
becoming common. If our society truly had
’'full employment, " much relief would be
unnecessary. But the fact is that there is
still significant unemployment, and I feel that
those who want work deserve a decent living
standard until they are able to find it. That
includes the single. I feel that a decent

living is a RIGHT to those who are willing

to make some effort. However, it is

popular to blame those on welfare, even
though these people are often making a
reasonable effort.

--David Burdette




Women
and
Men Welcome

HOLLY NEAR

w:th plamst

Tuesday, April 10th
at 8:00p.m.

at the Consistory, M0 E. Mulberry,
Bloomington, Il

SPONSORED BY
Small Changes Alternative Bookstore and Just Your Basic Vegetarian Restaurant
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: ' ' OR BY MAIL FROM:

Small Changes Bookstore--409A N. Main St., Bloomington, IL TICKETS, c/o Small Changes, 409A N. Main St.,
" Divinyl Madness Records--115 North St., Normal, IL

Bloomington, IL 61701
Please make checks payable to '"'Small Changes Bookstore"'.

Horizon Bookstore--517 S. Goodwin St., Urbana, IL
| ' - z ,
“; Tickets in advance and at the door are $3.50
I. (If you can't afford the ticket price please contact Small Changes Bookstore. )

Free Workshop

"'An Informal Conversation

!

\ - With Holly Near”’

. Tuesday, April 10 at 1:00 pm
lllinois State University Union, 1st Floor West Lounge

Sponsored by Student Association for Women

S If you need child care or wheelchair accessibility information, or if you live in &
Bloomington-Normal and need transportation call 309-829-6223
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